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Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti (BASS) blends Bengali
culture with the spirit of space exploration. Our organising team
includes scientists from ISRO & PRL and community members.
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After the pr'o*nged rain-soaked days in Ahmedabad this year, the white fluffy clouds appeared again,

floating across the blue sky. Around this time of the year, the intoxicating smell of the Shiulis transport
us, the Bengalis, back to the soil of Bengal immediately. On the auspicious day of Mahalaya, the early
morning stotras of Beerendra Krishna Bhadra (in our mobiles, missing the old radio sets though) have

already givelg) (ys a feeling that Maa Durga is arriving soon among us with her family and the festivities
are not far away. With this backdrop, Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti has opened its second leaf,
the second edition of the celebration of Durga Puja, organized by the Bengali Space community of
Ahmedabad. After the grand success of the maiden effort last year, the expectations have skyrocketed.
On one hand, the experience gained might have strengthened the confidence, on the other side the
expectation of growing further is definitely throwing new challenges to the organizing team.

But being members of the space community, we are well aware of the process of establishing an
organization or institution which will stand through the test of time. After the initial emotions and

passions of the formative days, comes the need of providing the structural support. From the maturity \
shown by the young organizers last year, we are confident enough that the team is well-equipped to
give shape to our dreams year after year and the seedling has the potential of turning into a banyan
tree as the time flows.

Let us welcome Maa Durga again and pray for the well-being of all of us. Let her blessings spread
across the whole world, bringing peace and harmony in this troubled time, making human lives more
meaningful.

With best wishes,

Sumitesh Sarkar
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So, once‘again it’s that time of the year when the post monsoon heat grudgingly starts bidding adieu

(though th

accompanie;id with that unmistakable hint of winter in the air. But, probably more importantly, it’s that
h

day time temperatures stubbornly refuse to relent) and the early mornings are
time when the festivities whisper their advent into your ears, when you sense that prevalent feeling
of joy and n}?
air — Maa aschhen! It’s a matter of great joy and, in a way, pride for me that the Bangiya Antariksha

irth in the ambience and you smell that characteristic fragrance of ‘dhup-dhuno’ in the

Sahitya Samiti (BASS) is once again celebrating Durga Puja with great enthusiasm and devotion at the
Vikram Nagar ISRO Colony Community Hall from 16th to 21st October 2026 after a spectacularly
successful and widely admired Puja celebrations last year.

It goes without saying that Durga Puja is much more than a festival. For all of us, living away from our
respective home towns/states, it is an emotion that binds us together — a celebration of Maa Durga
as the eternal symbol of Shakti, knowledge and victory of good over evil. With the ISRO Scientists and
the resident scientific community, in general, coming together to celebrate Puja, one cannot help
admiring the beautiful confluence of our cultural heritage and the scientific spirit. And Bangiya
Antariksha Sahitya Samiti (BASS) so effectively epitomizes the beautiful amalgamation of seemingly
different yet deeply connected complementary worlds of science, literature, and culture. For a
community whose constant endeavour is to study, investigate and unravel the mysteries of the
universe, to enhance the human body of knowledge in the domains of space, astronomy, astrophysics
and allied sciences, it is equally important to introspect, to peep into their inner universes and enrich
the latent human faculties and spirit through arts, literature, music and collective celebrations. On
this auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, | congratulate one and all and, particularly the Organizers for
their dedication and hard work in organizing the six-day festivities and for bringing out this Souvenir.

| pray to Maa Durga to shower Her blessings on all of us with health, happiness and prosperity.
&G WTIEN TN VCGTT ASE TN 8 ST/
With warm regards and best wishes,

Somya Sarkar
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R4 — ONLINE YOGA CLASS —— H e

pier
uPAasaNg  Transform Your Health, Right From Home ”\‘{‘ZM v
YOGA | FITNESS | DANCE WELLNESS « STRENGTH +« MINDFULNESS + HEALING /
@ FOCUS AREAS: CLASS DETAILS: @ SPECIAL OFFERS: YOGA PRACTICES INCLUDE:
v/ Weight Loss & Fat Burn 5 Days a Week (Mon—Fri) % Register for 6 months, pay 5 Hart]ha Yoga
v/ Hormonal Imbalance Morning & Evening Slots only for 5 — 35000 s fshiapeaiioes
(Thyroid, PCOS/PCOD) AETabls o lyengar Yoga
 Joint Pains & Body Stiffness ¥ Register for 1year, pay o Yin Yoga
 Lifestyle Diseases Fee: 31000 per month only for 8 months — 8000 o Pranayama Techniques
(BP, Diabetes) o Guided Meditations
 Stress, Anxiety & Sleep Issues o Mindfulness & Yogic Diet

4 8‘ Register Now & Get 37 3

* exciting joining kit % E >

_ Intermtiomuy certified instructor ' More Info:
Sanchayita Das : Call: 9724151407 3

Detailed guidelines and safe practices are provided
Take the benefit of yoga from your comfort zone - Your home!

@ WWW.upaasanayogacenter.com
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The Cosmic Tapestry: Light, Time, and Agamani.....where the
Wondrous Science meets the Magnificent Literature

Mistimita Arup Roy Chowdhury

When Kobiguru Robindranath Thakur gazed up at the night sky and penned the timeless lines:

BT GAT -1, frgear o1,

(The sky is full of the sun and stars, the universe full of life—and amidst it all, I have found my
place...)

He was not merely expressing poetic wonder; he was describing humanity’s fundamental
connection to the cosmos. Long before modern astrophysics mapped the outer reaches of the
universe, Bengal’s literary masters instinctively understood that human existence is woven into the
very fabric of space, time, and starlight. As the autumn sky clears and the kash flowers sway in the
breeze, we find that the spirit of Agamani—the arrival of our Divine Mother carrying light into
darkness—serves as a striking allegory for humanity’s eternal quest to explore the cosmic horizon.
Tagore’s celebration of the illuminated autumn morning captures this magical awakening perfectly:

Tt fF g WY S
Zfag *mam yere!

C TS 57, *TITN A5y

ATy WWa Crerte 17
Light is the ultimate messenger of both science and literature. In physics, light travels across vast
light-years, bearing news of distant galaxies, extinct stars, and cosmic origins. In our culture, light
signals the dawn of Mahalaya and the homecoming of Maa Durga, banishing darkness and entropy.
When we look at the cosmic microwave background radiation—the lingering warmth of the Big

Bang—we are looking back through deep time, much like how the nostalgic autumn air of Sharad
and shiuli flowers bring memory and time together in a singular moment of arrival.
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This very moment is captured by Kazi Nazrul Islam as well:
“TeT] W1 ST ST A I,
TGIIBF AJATCT TGN P, T =)~

Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, a pioneer who seamlessly united scientific inquiry with philosophical
depth, understood that nature speaks a unified language, whether through electromagnetic waves
or artistic expression. Satyajit Ray’s Professor Shonku later captured this exact blend of Bengali
intellectual curiosity and speculative science, carrying our imaginations beyond Earth's
atmosphere. This harmonious union of light, time, and creation echoes vividly in Sukanta
Bhattacharya’s poem Prarthana:

«(x 1 Bf Wrane 4T atsE Se Y AT,
SINTCRE ST WIS, O ATS...
SIIVAT (I WHIAA & {517 wreara i Srar save snfa 1
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Albert Einstein’s ground-breaking theories of relativity fundamentally reshaped how we

understand this cosmic weave. Einstein demonstrated that light is the cosmic speed limit—an
unyielding constant—while time itself is fluid, stretching and warping under the influence of gravity
and velocity. In this light-bound universe, when we gaze into deep space, we are quite literally
looking back in time, observing stars as they existed millions of years ago. This scientific truth
mirrors the poetic spirit of Agamani: just as starlight travels across space-time to reach our eyes
today, the timeless traditions, memories, and light of Durga Puja travel through generations,
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connecting our past to our present in an interconnected space-time of culture and universe. Even
the seasonal transition mirrors this subtle cosmic balance, as Premendra Mitra delightfully penned:

‘T A T, T, M© 948 U,

972 Wty 37 i3 g 2oy @A
(TG TAT H HF DI ATATG T 38 JAATS,

AAT, NIfFH TMI BTG WA (HTATS YOS

It is precisely this brilliant synthesis that makes the Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti (BASS) such
a visionary platform. As BASS celebrates its 2nd year of Durga Puja, it continues to carve out a
singular niche by uniting the warmth of Bengali cultural roots with the vast, forward-looking spirit
of space exploration and scientific inquiry. By encouraging us to look past our immediate horizons
and marvel at the universe through both a cultural and scientific lens, BASS inspires a unique
intellectual and creative brotherhood—one where ancient traditions and modern space science
walk hand in hand.

As we celebrate Durga Puja with our eyes set on the stars, we carry forward a heritage that sees no
boundary between scientific truth and artistic beauty. The journey of space exploration is
humanity's ultimate Agamani—a continuous march out of darkness, guided by curiosity, bound by
light, and forever weaving our story into the vast cosmic tapestry.

4G RN
T TG FTFOS JS (BASS)
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Night Gazing: Where Curiosity meets the Infinite

Indranil Misra

Since childhood, the night sky has always fascinated me. On a clear evening, when daylight slowly
fades and the first stars begin to appear, | often find myself looking upward. The twinkling stars,
the changing phases of the Moon, and the occasional bright planet create a world that seems both
familiar and mysterious. For a few moments, the noise of everyday life disappears, and the mind
begins to travel far beyond the boundaries of Earth. Perhaps that is the true beauty of night gazing.
We may be standing quietly on a terrace, in afield, beside a window, or under an open sky, but our
imagination can travel millions and billions of kilometres away. As a child, | did not know much
about astronomy. | could not identify most of the stars, nor did | understand why some celestial
objects twinkled while others appeared to shine steadily. Yet that lack of knowledge made the sky
even more exciting. Every bright point seemed to carry a question. How far away is that star? Is
there another world around it? Why does the Moon change its shape? Why do some stars appear
only during certain seasons? Does the universe have an end? And, perhaps the most fascinating
qguestion of all—are we alone? The night sky was therefore more than something beautiful to look

at. It was a gigantic book of unanswered questions.
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1. The Moon - Our First Companion

For most of us, the Moon is probably the first celestial object that attracts our attention. Unlike the
distant stars, the Moon feels almost personal. We watch it change from a thin crescent into a
brilliant full Moon and then gradually disappear again. Sometimes it rises early in the evening; at
other times it appears much later. Its soft light has inspired poets, artists, travellers and scientists
for centuries. As children, we may imagine shapes, faces and stories on its surface. As we grow
older, those childhood images gradually give way to scientific curiosity. The dark and bright patches
become lunar plains, mountains and craters. We begin to understand that the Moon is not
producing its own light but reflecting sunlight. Yet scientific understanding does not destroy its

beauty. In fact, it makes the Moon even more remarkable.

Phases of the Moon

) IP@PE ((

New Waxing First Waxing Full Waning Last Waning
Moon Crescent Quarter  Gibbous Moon Gibbous Quarter Crescent

When | look at it today, | sometimes think about the extraordinary journey of human exploration—
from observing the Moon with the naked eye to sending spacecraft around it, landing instruments
on its surface and examining its composition. India too has become an important participant in this
journey through the Chandrayaan missions. The Moon that once inspired childhood imagination

has therefore also become a destination for science and exploration.

2. Stars — Windows into the Past

Stars create an even deeper sense of wonder. On a dark, clear night away from city lights, hundreds

or even thousands of stars can become visible. Some appear bright, others faint. Some seem white,
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while others show subtle shades of blue, yellow or reddish orange. But one fact about stargazing
remains particularly fascinating: when we look into space, we are also looking into the past. Light
does not reach us instantaneously. It takes time to travel across the enormous distances of the
universe. Moonlight reaches Earth in a little over a second, while sunlight takes about eight
minutes. Light from other stars may take years, hundreds of years or much longer to reach us.
Therefore, the star we see tonight is not exactly the star as it exists at this moment. We are seeing
it as it was when its light began its journey towards Earth. The night sky is, in a sense, a natural time
machine. This idea completely changes the experience of looking upward. Those tiny points of light
are no longer merely decorations scattered across a dark background. Each represents an

enormous celestial body, separated from us by distances that are difficult to imagine.

3. Finding Patterns in the Darkness

Big Dipper

Merak (Ursa Major)
.

Phecda
-

Human beings have always tried to bring order to the apparently random arrangement of stars.
Different civilizations connected bright stars into imaginary patterns and created constellations.
These patterns became associated with mythology, seasons, navigation and cultural traditions.
Finding a familiar constellation like Big Dipper in the sky gives a special satisfaction. Once
recognised, the pattern seems obvious, although moments earlier the same stars may have
appeared completely unrelated. This is one of the pleasures of night gazing: the more carefully we
observe, the more the sky begins to reveal itself. With time, one learns that the night sky is not

static. The visible constellations change through the night and across seasons because of Earth's
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rotation and its journey around the Sun. The sky thus becomes a celestial calendar and clock,

silently marking the passage of time.

4. The Planet among the Stars

The Planets

(Representative telescope views)

-

-

Jupiter Saturn Mars

Then there are the planets. To an inexperienced observer, a bright planet may initially look like
another star. But with some familiarity, differences become noticeable. Planets generally shine
more steadily than stars and gradually change their positions against the stellar background. Seeing
Jupiter, Saturn, Venus or Mars with one's own eyes creates a different feeling from simply seeing
their photographs. A modest telescope can transform that experience dramatically. The first sight
of Jupiter with its bright moons can be unforgettable. Saturn is even more astonishing. We have
seen its rings countless times in books and photographs, yet seeing that tiny ringed world directly
through a telescope somehow makes it real. At that moment, Saturn is no longer merely an image

on a screen. It is actually there.

5. From Wonder to Science

One of the greatest gifts of night gazing is that curiosity naturally leads towards science. A simple
guestion—"Why do stars twinkle?"—takes us towards atmospheric physics. Asking why the Moon
has phases introduces us to orbital geometry. Wondering why planets move differently from stars
leads towards celestial mechanics. Questions about the colours of stars open the door to

temperature, spectroscopy and stellar evolution. And soon the questions become larger.
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How are stars born?

What happens when they die?

How do galaxies form?

What are black holes?

What are dark matter and dark energy?

Could planets around distant stars support life?

A child looking at the sky may not know these terms, but the foundation of scientific inquiry is

already present in a very simple word:

Why?

That is why astronomy has such a special ability to inspire young minds. It begins with observation,

but it quickly connects physics, mathematics, chemistry, engineering, computing and imagination.

6. When Space becomes a Profession

There is something particularly meaningful about retaining this childhood fascination while working
in the field of space science and technology. The objects that once appeared only as mysterious
lights in the sky become connected with satellites, sensors, spacecraft, planetary exploration and
scientific measurements. Space is no longer only something to admire from below; it becomes
something humanity actively explores. Yet professional knowledge does not necessarily reduce the

wonder. Sometimes it does exactly the opposite.

The more we understand about the scale of the universe, the more extraordinary it appears. Earth,
which seems enormous in everyday life, becomes a tiny planet orbiting an ordinary star. Our Sun is
one among hundreds of billions of stars in the Milky Way, and our galaxy itself is only one among
an immense number of galaxies. Such scales are almost impossible for the human mind to
comprehend fully. And yet, from this tiny planet, human beings have developed instruments
capable of observing distant galaxies, detecting planets around other stars, exploring neighbouring
worlds and sending spacecraft across the Solar System. That contrast—the smallness of humanity
and the enormous reach of human curiosity—is perhaps one of the most inspiring aspects of space

exploration.

52



7. A Sky We are Losing

City Sky Dark Sky
(few stars visible) (Milky Way visible)

There is, however, another reason why we should value night gazing. For many people living in
cities, a truly dark sky has become increasingly difficult to experience. Artificial illumination creates
light pollution, washing out faint stars and leaving only the brightest objects visible. A child growing
up under heavily illuminated urban skies may never see the Milky Way with the naked eye. That is
a quiet loss. Dark skies are not only important for professional astronomy; they are part of our
natural environment and cultural heritage. Experiencing a sky filled with stars reminds us that
nature extends far beyond the landscapes we see during daylight. Whenever possible, travelling
away from city lights and spending some time beneath a genuinely dark sky can therefore be a
remarkable experience. No sophisticated equipment is necessary. The naked eye itself is an
excellent astronomical instrument. Sometimes all that is required is patience—and the willingness

to look upward.

8. Between Ma Durga and the Cosmos

There is something especially beautiful about contemplating the sky during Sharad, the season
associated so deeply with Durga Puja. The clear autumn sky, kash flowers, festive lights and

anticipation of Maa Durga's arrival create a distinctive atmosphere. For Bengalis, these are not
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merely seasonal signs; they carry memories, emotions and a sense of belonging. And above all these

celebrations remains the same vast sky.

In @ community like Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti (BASS), the connection becomes
particularly meaningful. Bengali culture and space exploration may initially seem like two very
different worlds—one rooted in tradition and the other reaching towards the future. Yet both are
driven, in different ways, by imagination. Our traditions tell us where we come from. Science
encourages us to ask where we can go. Perhaps Diganta—“the horizon” —beautifully represents
the meeting point of these two ideas. A horizon appears to mark a boundary, but whenever we
move towards it, it moves farther away. Knowledge behaves similarly. Every discovery answers

some questions while revealing many new ones.

9. Keep Looking Up

Even today, whenever | find a clear night sky, | feel something of that childhood excitement
returning. | may know more about stars, planets and spacecraft than | did then, but the
fundamental questions remain. The universe is still overwhelmingly vast, mysterious and beautiful.

Night gazing teaches us something beyond astronomy. It teaches patience because the sky reveals
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itself slowly. It teaches humility because we realise how small our world is. It encourages curiosity
because every answer leads to another question. And above all, it reminds us to wonder. In our
busy lives, perhaps we do not look upward often enough. So, on the next clear night, switch off the
screen for a while. Step outside. Find the Moon. Search for a bright planet. Try to recognise a
constellation. Or simply watch the stars. Somewhere among those countless points of light may be
the beginning of a question. And sometimes, a question born under the night sky can become the

beginning of an entire journey.

a%@ﬁ%%?g%awﬁﬁs (BASS)
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Festivals Seasons & Stars

Abhijit Sarkar
Before satellites, smartphones, and printed calendars, the night sky was the map. Certain stars and

constellations appeared at particular times of the year, helping people recognize seasonal changes.

The Sun marked the day.
The Moon measured the month.
The seasons revealed the year.

But the seasons were never merely measurements of time. They were transformations of the living
world. The first rain, the first flower, the ripening field, the golden harvest, the return of cold - all
were signs that the Earth was moving through its eternal cycle. And humanity learned to celebrate

that movement. Festivals grew from the seasons.

Spring arrived with the promise of renewal. Summer brought abundance and light. Autumn carried
the harvest. Winter invited stillness and reflection. In every age and across every continent, people

found ways to turn these changes in nature into songs, rituals, gatherings, and celebrations.

In India, the connection is woven deeply into the rhythm of the year. As the monsoon withdraws
and autumn arrives, the landscape changes dramatically. The skies become clearer, the air begins
to soften, and the Earth seems to emerge from the intensity of the rains. Durga Puja and Navaratri,

among many other seasonal celebrations, become part of this great autumnal transition.

Different cultures have given different names to the turning of the year. Yet beneath those names
lies something universal: the human desire to wonder at the change. The Sun is at the heart of this
cycle. On the biggest stage of the universe, Festivals cannot be imagined without the Sun. Ancient
civilisations tracked the solstice to understand seasonal rhythms essential to agriculture leading to
social cohesion. Although modern societies moved far beyond prehistoric astronomy, solstice
traditions continue to thrive across cultures blending ancient symbolism with contemporary

festivities.
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Makar Sankrati is a major Indian harvest festival in this category, celebrated with kite flying, holy
dips in rivers, and thanksgiving, Lohri is a popular festival of North India, especially Punjab. It
signifies the transition of the Sun and the arrival of longer warmer days. Harvesting of winter crops
(Rabi), like wheat, sugarcane and mustard, are celebrated through folk songs and dances around a

bonfire.

Chhath Puja is a popular festival celebrated by thanking Sun for sustaining life and energy on earth.
The Chhath festival starts with sunset (Sandhya Argha), followed by Sunrise (Usha Argha),
strengthening the belief that light will emerge after every spell of darkness. Interestingly, Chhath
Puja does not include any idol worship or temple rituals. The devotees offer prayers to Sun God

standing, partially immersed in the river.

It is fascinating to note that Iranians too celebrate the sunrise (Shab-e-Yalda) through family
gettogether on the longest night of the winter solstice to celebrate the triumph of ancient Sun God
over darkness by reading poetry and staying awake through sunrise. Pongal is a four-day South
Indian harvest festival that thanks nature, the Sun God, and farm animals for a bountiful crop. The
deep bond between humans and the environment is best displayed in the Festivals, celebrated by
the tribals. The Sarhul Festival of eastern states of India is one such, which involves worshipping

the Sal tree to honor mother Earth. It marks the spiritual marriage between the Earth and the Sun.

So much in common with the Polynesian Maori tribes from far away New Zealand. Maori festivals,
most notably Matariki (the Maori New Year), directly link to nature by following environmental
rhythms, seasonal shifts, and the appearance of specific Star clusters. Another rhythm was added
by the Moon - the quiet traveller of the night. For centuries, people watched its silvery journey and
measured their months by its changing face. Its appearances got woven into the calendars of
civilisations. Perhaps, the Moon reminded humanity of something simple: that even in darkness,

there can be light.
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Sharad Purnima is an auspicious full moon celebration in India associated with changing seasons,

harvest gratitude, and ritual river baths. Diwali, widely celebrated on the Amavasya or the No Moon
day, marks the transition of autumn (sharad) moving into the winter season, the northern
hemisphere experiencing rapidly shortening days and dropping temperatures. Interestingly,
Vietnamese celebrate full moon festivals Hoi every month with colourful silk lanterns and the
towns; lights being turned off. There are a host of festivals linked to the Moon, in Japan, Korea,
China and Taiwan. Eid festivals are linked to sightings of the crescent of the Moon, as it signals the
start of the Islamic calendar. Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah) too begins on the first new moon
of autumn. The ancient Egyptians watched the bright star Sirius. Japan’s Tanabata draws upon the
stars Vega and Altair. The names of festivals may change from one country to another. Their music,
prayers, and customs may be entirely different. But beneath them is an ancient human instinct: to
look at the changing world, recognise our place within it, and celebrate. Perhaps that is why, even
in an age of digital calendars, humanity still waits for the first spring flower, watches the harvest
ripen, searches for the crescent Moon, looks toward the stars, and gathers together when the

seasonsturn....................
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(This note is by far not intended to be an exhaustive essay on World Festivals. It only highlights a

few elements of selected festivals, which aroused author’s curiosity).
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Baralacha Pass — As | saw it

Agrat Chakraborty

At 16,040 feet (~4889 m) above sea level, the air does not just feel cold—it feels thin, sharp, and
intensely alive. As we wound up the treacherous, debris-strewn bends of the Leh-Manali
Highway, the roar of the engine was the only sound challenging the immense, crushing silence of
the surrounding peaks. This was our introduction to Baralacha Pass, a legendary mountain
gateway in the Zanskar range where three distinct valleys meet. Known historically as the "pass
with crossroads on its summit," it is a place where asphalt gives way to loose gravel, and travellers
are pushed to their absolute limits. Crossing this formidable Himalayan pass ultimately taught us
that true adventure is not about reaching a comfortable destination, but about finding a rare

sense of peace within a chaotic, unpredictable journey.

We started this adventurous journey in the month of June, during my summer vacation. After
checking into our resort in Manali, we treated ourselves with some hot, fresh Siddu while soaking
in the scenic beauty of the mountains. The next couple of days were spent exploring local spots
like Hidimba Temple, Mall Road, Solang Valley etc. Finally, we decided to head towards Baralacha
Pass via the Atal Tunnel, booking our transport through HPTDC. The pass is about 150 km from
Manali. We stopped near the tunnel entrance to click a few selfies and pictures before halting for
breakfast at The Chanderabhaga, an HPTDC hotel in Keylong. After packing our lunch from there,
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we continued our journey. As we got closer to the pass and hit an altitude of around 14,500 feet
(~4419 m), many co-passengers started getting severe altitude sickness. Luckily, by the God’s
grace, we were absolutely fine as we were inhaling camphor continuously. We thoroughly
enjoyed the drive and successfully made it to the top. The feeling of reaching the peak brought a
real sense of triumph and enlightenment—and of course, we captured plenty of photos to look
back on.

Later, we had our packed lunch and spent some quiet time sitting at a camp near Suraj Tal (lake).
With that, our incredible Himalayan adventure came to an end as we made our way back to
Manali, and finally returned home to Ahmedabad.
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Travelogue: 5 Days in Andaman & Nicobar Islands
Priyanka Saha Pramanik

“Turquoise Waters, Deep History, and Island Smiles.....

The Andamans do not just give you a vacation. They give you stories that stay with you, silences
that heal you, and sunsets you never forget. This is the story of our five days in a place where
history whispers from prison walls and nature speaks through turquoise waves. We landed at
Veer Savarkar Airport, Port Blair where History Breathes with its warm, salty air and even warmer
smiles. The island had already started its magic.

Our hotel welcomed us not with a formal check-in, but with a tender coconut in our hands — that
is Andaman hospitality for you - simple, genuine, and from the heart. By evening, we were at the
Cellular Jail. As the sun set, the Light & Sound Show began. Standing inside those dark, silent cells
where our freedom fighters once suffered, we didn't just hear history; we felt it. It was emotional,
it was overwhelming, and it made patriotism real. In the Andamans what | can feel is that a guest
is not a customer to them. He is family. Every person we met was respectful, calm, and ever-
helpful.

The morning began with a ferry to Ross Island, the Ruins, Reefs and Open Sea. It felt like stepping
into a forgotten world. British bungalows, now ruins, are wrapped in giant banyan roots, and
spotted deer walk freely as if they own the island. It truly felt as if time had stopped there. From
history, we dived into marine life at North Bay. The best part of the day was still to come. We
boarded a luxury cruise that sailed around the islands. There was a buffet lunch, soft music, an
open sky above and an endless sea below, just the foam of the waves, the sound of the wind, and
pure peace. We spent the daytime on the cruise and sailed towards Havelock, nature's
Masterpiece.

An early morning ferry took us to Havelock Island, home to Radhanagar Beach — consistently
ranked among Asia’s best beaches, and we now know why. The white sand was like powdered
sugar, the water was crystal clear turquoise, and the sunset looked like someone had spilled paint
across the sky. We tried kayaking, scuba diving, and a glass-bottom boat ride. Snorkeling over
coral gardens, we saw a world of color right beneath us- parrotfish, clownfish, and corals swaying
like flowers. The denizens of the deep pressed softly against our outstretched palms and feet.
The most beautiful moment was when we simply sat on the sand, with no mobile network and
no noise - just us and the waves.

The hospitality here touched our hearts. The homestay owners served us home-cooked fish curry,
shared stories of real island life, and even arranged a beautiful candle-light dinner on the beach
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for us. We cycled through the lush green lanes of Neil Island, the Wonder of Earth, Nature’s
Oddities. The wind brushes against our locks at Bharatpur Beach. It was quiet, untouched, and
pristine. Late afternoon, we set out on an adventure towards Diglipur to witness a rare wonder
at Baratang - the Mud Volcano. It was not fire and lava, but cold, grey mud bubbling softly from
the earth’s heart. A strange, fascinating reminder of how mysterious our planet is. The drive itself
was an adventure - through dense mangrove forests and along the fringes of the tribal reserve
areas. We spent our day at Baratang and then return to Port Blair. The last day gave us the most
important lesson of the entire trip. We learned about the primitive tribes of Andaman - the
Jarawas, the Onges, and the Sentinelese. Our guide told us something we will never forget: "Look
from a distance. Respect their forest. Don't take photos." We did not disturb them. We
understood that some cultures are not meant to be photographed; they are meant to be
protected. To know more, we visited the Anthropological Museum in Port Blair, which beautifully
preserves their history, tools, and crafts. In the evening, we took our last walk at Corbyn’s Cove
Beach, bought handmade shell crafts from local artisans, and boarded our flight back - with salty
hair, sun-kissed skin, and a very full heart. And as every auto driver, hotel staff, and boatman had
said with a smile, "Aap phir aana" - Please come again. We know we will. What Andaman Left Us
With: History: The Cellular Jail made us realize the price of freedom. Nature: Every island was
different - Radhanagar for its beauty, Ross for its ruins, Baratang for its wonders. People: The
hospitality is not five-star luxury; it is five-star humanity. Learning: The greatest souvenir is
learning to travel responsibly - Take only photos, leave only footprints.

.
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A memorable trip to Dubai: A Dreamy Adventure
Sourat Garai
One evening Dad came home with a smile,

| asked, “What’s the news? Tell me in a while!”

He said, “Pack your bags, and get ready to fly,

H 4
il

We are going on a trip to Duba

Mom hugged Dad, | jumped with delight,
| packed my suitcase early that night.

We booked a cab and reached the airport,
My heart was dancing, | couldn’t wait anymore!
We boarded the plane and flew so high,
Tiny cars and buildings passed by.

White fluffy clouds and skies so blue,
With yummy plane snacks to enjoy too!
We reached Dubai, what a wonderful sight,
The airport was huge, shining so bright!

A five-star hotel was our place to stay,

We got ready to explore and play! First came Dubai Mall, so grand and tall,
We shopped and enjoyed, having fun all!
Then came the fountains, dancing with light,
Singing and sparkling, a magical sight!

There stood Burj Khalifa, touching the sky,



Oh my! Oh my! We went up so high,
From the 163rd floor, what a view,
The whole city sparkled like morning dew!
Suddenly, | heard, “Wake up! Wake up!”
| opened my eyes and sat right up!
Oh! It was a dream, but | know someday,
I'll make it real and fly to Dubai!

A dream so bright, a memory to keep,

My Dubai adventure was only in sleep!
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Two Birds in the Banyan Rain
Priyanka Saha Pramanik

On a trembling branch the monsoon fell,
Drum-drumming on each leaf and dell.
Two small birds huddled, feathers tight,
Eyes on the nest tucked out of sight.

Mother Bird:
“Oh, hear the rain, so loud, so fast!
Will our twigs and grass and dreams all last?
Our little one with down so new,
Is shivering in a puddle of blue?”

Father Bird:
“1 flew through wind to check the nest,

L4
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The roof holds on — but not for rest.
The world outside is wild and wide,
Will our child learn to glide and ride?”

Mother Bird: voice soft
“I worry for the storms to come,
For empty skies and skies so numb.
Will there be worms, will there be trees,
Will she find home on stronger breeze?”

Father Bird: nudges closer
“Love, we built with care and song,

We taught her wings to be brave and strong.

Rain will pass, the sun will climb,
And she will grow in her own time.”

Both Together:
“Little one, grow feather by feather,
Learn to laugh at stormy weather.
We’'ll bring you food, we'll teach you flight,

And guard your dreams through day and night.”

The rain slowed down to a silver hush,
From the nest came a tiny rush.
Two bright eyes and a hopeful cheep —

And all their worries fell asleep.gi
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Devi Shailaputri painting by

Rudranil Misra



Painting by Ananya Paul



by Sharanya Paul
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Painting by Sreegjita Dey




Painting by Aratrika Ghoshal
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Painting by Anika Shukla
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Painting by Sidhiksha Deb
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Painting by Srishti Maity
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The bird sitting on Carnation by Swapna Bandyopadhyay
Embroidery is my passion. Fabric is my canvas and thread is my paint, my needle painting
embroidery is how | express myself to the world. | don’t sew because | have time. | sew
because it gives me time ... time to think, breathe and just be.
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Sanskritik Samiti
(BASS)

An initiative by Space Scientists of
ISRO + PRL « Ben&als of Ahmedabad

Where Science meets Devotion,
Tradition and Ambitions

MIC EXCELLENCE AWay
\ ACAD \CADE 2056~ CCAWARD

Recognizing and Encouragmg Young Achievers from Our BASS Members
J
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Sarvapt Mukhopadh)ay . . . Nibha Singanudi

Class CLASS -X
Class Class- X Class : Class-X

School : Kcndn)a Vidyalaya School 3 DPS Bopal Ahmedabad School : Prakash School o W

SAC Vastrapur S e Abinedibad :::o:[ . 2:5;:0‘,31 Ahmedabad School 8 l’dpm School for Children

. CBS . CBSE i : CBSE RO .‘ 5

Board : CBSE Parents : Kinshuk Acharya & Board g (:BSP‘ ) P " iib 5 Board : CBSE
Parents  : Sankar Mukhopadhyay & Mahuya Ray Parents  : Vinaykumar Singanudi & arents ¢ Sanjib Kumar Deb & Parents : Ashish Shukla &

Trina Mukhopadhyay Saumi Singanudi L Debomita Deb Bipasha Paul Shukla

Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti (BASS) proudly recognizes

Sarvajit Mukhopadhyay, Sidhiksha Deb, Krittika Acharya,
Anika Shukla, and Nibha Singanudi

who have demonstrated outstanding academic excellence by securing 90% or above
in the Class X Board Examination, with the BASS Academic Excellence Award 2026.
This initiative celebrates their dedication, perseverance, and pursuit of excellence
while inspiring the younger generation of the BASS family to aim higher and
continue their journey of learning and achievement. BASS heartily congratulates all

the awardees and wishes them a bright and successful future.
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BASS DURGA PUJA 2026 SUBSCRIPTION LIST

BANGIYA ANTARIKSHA

SANSKRITIK SAMITI (BASS)

An initiative by Space Scientists of
ISRO e PRL ¢ Bengalis of Ahmedabad

(till 11 Oct 2026)

With heartfelt thanks to all our generous supporters
Protima Sponsorship

No. Contributors Amount
1 Somya Sarkar and Arti Sarkar Rs 15,000/-
2 Gautam & Moumita Rs 15,000/-
3 Indrani, Sushil, Ayushmaan Rs 15,000/-
4 Shreya Misra and Indranil Misra Rs 15,000/-
5 Ashish, Bipasha and Anika Shukla Rs 15,000/-
6 Deepshikha and Suman Rs 15,000/-
7 Anubhuti and Satadru Rs 15,000/-
8 Jolly Dhar and Debajyoti Dhar Rs 15,000/-
9 Amiya Biswas and Family Rs 15,000/-
10 Jayashree & Barun Basu, Tanushree & Koushik Basak Rs 15,000/-

Purohit

No. Contributors Amount

1 Swapna and Kalyan Bandyopadhyay Rs 25,000/-
Protima’r Saj-Sajja

No. Contributors Amount
1 Sunil, Nupur, Sudipta and Prantik Chakraborty Rs 20,000/-
2 Sanchita and Sukamal Paul Rs 10,000/-
3 Ankita Ghosh and Ayan Das Rs 10,000/-

Astami Puja Samagri

No. Contributors Amount

1 Sasmita and Ravi Chaurasia Rs 10,000/-
Maha Saptami Mayer Bhog

No. Contributors Amount
1 Saroj Maity and Mahesweta Maity Rs 10,000/-
2 Prasenjit Dhar Rs 10,000/-
3 Arup Hait and Susmita Hait Rs 10,000/-
4 Sayanti Atrish Mukherjee and Family Rs 15,000/-
5 Swapna Aich Bhowmick Rs 10,000/-

Maha Saptami Mayer Bhog (Day-2)

No. Contributors Amount
1 Ashutosh Dutt and Family Rs 10,000/-
2 D K Das and Bharati Das Rs 15,000/-
3 Uttam Dey Rs 10,000/-
4 Subhash Chandra Bera Rs 10,000/-
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Maha Saptami Pujo Fruits

No. Contributors Amount
1 Saroj Maity and Mahesweta Maity Rs 5,000/-
2 Sujit and Paromita Basu Rs 5,000/-
3 Anup Das and Family Rs 5,000/-

Maha Saptami Pujo Fruits (Day-2)

No. Contributors Amount
1 Subhajit Paul Rs 5,000/-
2 Srimanta Mitra Rs 5,000/-
3 Debojyoti Ganguly and Family Rs 5,000/-

Dhaki

No. Contributors Amount
1 Mitali and Abhijit Sarkar Rs 10,000/-
2 Pradyuta, Shruti and Santanu Sinha Rs 10,000/-

Maha Shashti Pujo Samagri

No. Contributors Amount

1 Bijoy Roy Rs 10,000/-
Maha Shashti Pujo Fruits

No. Contributors Amount
1 Rashmi and Namit Mahajan Rs 5,000/-
2 Avek Sarkar Rs 5,000/-
3 Krishna Mukherjee Rs 5,000/-

Maha Ashtamir Mayer Bhog

No. Contributors Amount
1 Sarmistha and Sumitesh Sarkar Rs 10,000/-
2 Abhishek, Gitika, Agrat Chakraborty Rs 10,000/-
3 Abhijit Sarkar and Mitali Sarkar Rs 10,000/-
4 Arti Sarkar and Somya Sarkar Rs 10,000/-
5 Ranendu Ghosh and family Rs 10,000/-
6 Saswati and Bimal Bhattacharya Rs 10,000/-
7 Dibyendu and Amrita Chakraborty Rs 10,000/-
8 Trina and Sankar Mukhopadhyay Rs 10,000/-
9 Ratna and Soumen Rs 10,000/-

Maha Nabami Mayer Bhog Prasad

No. Contributors Amount
1 Srijita and Ranajit Dey Rs 10,000/-
2 Sukanto and Rumkee Rs 10,000/-
3 Srubabati Goswami and Shubhendra Mohanty Rs 10,000/-
4 Basudeb, Priyanka, Maya, Bhargav and Bihaan Pramanik Rs 10,000/-

Sandhi Pujo

No. Contributors Amount
1 Ajit Samanta and Kalpana Samnata Rs 10,000/-
2 Sampa Roy, Sujit Roy and Sayanika Roy Rs 10,000/-
3 Arup Roy Chowdhury Rs 10,000/-
4 Shantanu Chowdhury Rs 10,000/-
5 Sanjib Deb, Debomita and Sidhiksha Rs 10,000/-
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6 Ananya Ray Rs 10,000/-
7 Anurag and Madhurima Rs 10,000/-
8 Partha Sarathi Nandy and Family Rs 10,000/-
Maha Asthami Pujo Fruits
No. Contributors Amount
1 Kankan Paul and Anika Shukla Rs 5,000/-
2 Kingshuk Acharya, Inka Acharya, and Mahua Ray Rs 5,000/-
3 Mousami Basu Rs 5,000/-
Maha Navami Pujo Fruits
No. Contributors Amount
1 Sanjib Deb, Debomita and Sidhiksha Rs 5,000/-
2 Udayan Choudhary Rs 5,000/-
3 Partho Konar Rs 5,000/-
Maha Dashami Pujo Fruits
No. Contributors Amount
1 Anirban Paul Rs 5,000/-
2 Sarathi Mondal and Family Rs 6,000/-
3 Anup Kumar Mondal Rs 5,000/-
Pujo Support and Arrangements
No. Contributors Amount
1 Ashish Mishra Rs 5,000/-
2 Ranajit Pal and Family Rs 5,000/-
3 S Manthira Moorthi Rs 5,000/-
4 Saumi and Family Rs 5,000/-
5 Swati Banerjee and J. Banerjee Rs 5,000/-
6 Raju Das Rs 5,000/-
7 Sandip Paul Rs 5,000/-
8 Nandini Ray Choudhary Rs 5,000/-
9 Sudeepta Sen Rs 4,000/-
10 Nikisha and Abhishek Dutta Rs 3,001/-
11 Saptarshi Lohia Rs. 3,000/-
12 Ruma and Family Rs 3,000/-
13 Chandra Prakash Rs 2,500/-
14 Raj Kumar and Family Rs 2,000/-
15 Deepak Putrevu Rs 2,000/-
16 Ankur Garg Rs 2,000/-
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Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti . »
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W2 ADVISORY COMMITTEE X%

Somya S Sarkar < Shri. Abhijit Sarkar
. Sumitesh Sarkar Smt. Srubabati Goswami
. Santanu Chowdhury Shri. Bimal Bhattacharya
. Dipak Kumar Das Smt. Jolly Dhar !
. Debajyoti Dhar Shri. Dibyendu Chakraborty Q@, =
.S C Bera Shri. Arup Hait eo@oo
. Kalyan Bandyopadhyay Smt. Saswati Bhattacharya ) « 4

. Arup Roychowdhury Smt. Swapna Bandopadhyay
1. Prasenjit Dhar - Smt. Misthtimita Roychowdhury

W2 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE X#2

President : Shri. Prantik Chakraborty
Vice President : Smt. Indrani Choudhury Singh
Secretary : Smt. Moumita Dutta

Joint Secretary : Shri. Ranajit Dey

Treasurer : Shri. Koushik Basak

Joint Treasurer i _agonri. Atrish Mukherjee

W MEMBERS (]

Smt. Tanushree Basak <> Shri. Soumen Gorai

Shri. Goutam Samanta Smt. Sayanti Mukherjee
Shri. Indranil Misra Smt. Sudipta Chakraborty
Shri. Suman Aich Smt. Shreya Misra

Smt. Sreejita Dey Smt. Deepshikha Bakshi
Shri. Ayan Das Shri. Saroj Maity

Smt. Sasmita Chaurasia Shri. Sukamal Kumar Paul

Shri. Ananya Ray &\ Shri. Sushil Singh

%= \ E-Mail: bangiyaantariksha@gmail.com

T

@ Website: https://bangiyaantariksha.org/ |
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SJ Shreéﬁi Jewels

Pvt. Ltd.

: Timel’ess E[egance f
in Every Piece

9327884591 | (® 9327084591 Q) ke

PRAGNESH SONI Know More Scheme and Rate | Dholka



